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receive a further bias in the same direction from the office of
Pontifex Maximus, which he held at an early stage of his
public career. This office, by letting him too much behind
the curtain, and exposing too entirely the base machinery of
ropes and pulleys which sustained the miserable jugglery
played off upon the popular credulity, impressed him perhaps
even unduly with contempt for those who could be its dupes.
And we may add that Csssar was constitutionally, as well as
by accident of position, too much a man of the world, had
too powerful a leaning to the virtues of active life, was
governed by too partial a sympathy with the whole class of
active forces in human nature, as contradistinguished from
those which tend to contemplative purposes, under any
circumstances to have become a profound believer, or a stead-
fast reposer of his fears and anxieties, in religious influences.
A man of the world is but another designation for a man
indisposed to religious awe or to spiritual enthusiasm. Still
it is a doctrine which we cherish that grandeur of mind in
any one department whatsoever, supposing only that it exists
in excess, disposes a man to some degree of sympathy with
all other grandeur, however alien in its quality or different
in its form. And upon this ground we presume the great
Dictator to have had an interest in religious themes by mere
compulsion of his own extraordinary elevation of mind, after
making the fullest allowance for the special quality of that
mind, which did certainly, to the whole extent of its charac-
teristics, tend entirely to estrange him from such themes.
We find, accordingly, that, though sincerely a despiser of
superstition, and with a frankness which must sometimes
have been hazardous in that age, Caesar was himself also
superstitious. No man could have been otherwise who lived
and conversed with that generation and people. But, if
superstitious, he was so after a mode of his own. In his
very infirmities Csesar manifested his greatness ; his very
littlenesses were noble.

" Nee licuit populis parvum te, Nile, videre."

That he placed some confidence in dreams, for instance, is
certain ; because, had he slighted them unreservedly, he would
not have dwelt upon them afterwards, or have troubled him-